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Meet the Class: Auburn's 2022 early signees

Story Links

Damari Alston (RB, 5-10, 205; Woodward Academy; Atlanta, Ga.): Record-setting

all-purpose running back who holds the Woodward Academy career rushing yards
(4,195) and rushing touchdowns (62) record ... team captain for Coach John Hunt and
the War Eagles to the Class 5A Region 3 title ... Rivals ranks him No. 3 nationally at his
position ... top 50 recruit in the state of Georgia by 24/7 and ESPN ... PrepStar All-
America ... also a track and field letterman.

Austin Ausberry (DB, 6-1, 199; University Laboratory School; Baton Rouge,

La.): Play-making defender with elite athletic ability ... also played receiver, leading
Coach Andy Martin and the Cubs to the Division Il state championship title as a senior
and the semifinals as a junior ... Under Armour All-America Game ... Sl preseason All-
America ... also a track & field letterman ... Rivals rates him the No. 6 recruit at his
position nationally ... top 20 prospect in the state of Louisiana by Rivals, ESPN, 24/7 ...
PrepStar All-America ... graduating with a 3.6 GPA.

Holden Geriner (QB, 6-3, 206; Benedictine Military School; Savannah, Ga.): Top-
rated quarterback prospect with more than 7,100 career passing yards, 71 TD for
Coach Danny Britt at Benedictine ... led the Cadets to the Class 4A state title as a
senior, passing for 3,377 yards, 36 TD ... MVP in the state championship game ... team
captain ... graduating with a 4.0 GPA ... Atlanta TD Club player of week; WJCL Big 22
... as ajunior, earned AJC first team all-state and all-Greater Savannah honors passing
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for 2,770 yards, 25 TD ... ESPN lists him No. 9 at his position nationally ... among top
25 overall prospects in state of Georgia by 24/7, ESPN ... PrepStar All-America.

Marguise Gilbert (S, 6-2, 180; Hutchinson CC; Flagler Palm Coast HS; Daytona
Beach, Fla.): Ranked as the No. 1 junior college safety prospect in the country...
recorded more than 50 tackles, 2 INT in two seasons for Coach Drew Dallas and the
Salt City Bowl champion Blue Dragons ... 2021 spring all-KJCCC honorable mention ...
played in three games at Bethune-Cookman in 2019 ... all-area and second team all-
state safety for Coach Travis Roland at Flagler Palm Coast High ... PrepStar JUCO All-
America.

Powell Gordon (LB, 6-3, 210; Auburn HS; Auburn, Ala.): Productive linebacker and
two-time captain who helped the Auburn High Tigers and Coach Keith Etheredge
advance to the Class 7-A regional finals with a 10-3 record as a senior ... Tigers were
state finalists his junior season with an 11-2 mark ... 2020 ASWA first team all-state ...
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game ... Rivals rates him the No. 25 prospect nationally at
his position ... among the top 30 recruits from the state of Alabama by 24/7, ESPN,
Rivals, PrepStar.

EJ Harris (OL, 6-5, 303; Auburn HS; Auburn, Ala.): Dominant lineman on both sides
of the football with size, strength and balance ... helped the Auburn High Tigers and
Coach Keith Etheredge advance to the Class 7-A regional finals with a 10-3 record ...
O-A News all-area performer as a junior at Beauregard (Ala.) High, where he was also a
basketball and track & field letterman ... Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game ... ESPN,
24/7 and Rivals rank him among the top 20 overall prospects in the state of Alabama ...
PrepStar All-America.

Omari Kelly (WR, 6-1, 175; Hewitt-Trussville (Ala.) HS; Jesup, Ga.): Elite wide
receiver with a great catch radius ... second team Class 7A all-state as a junior for
Coach Josh Floyd at Hewitt-Trussville High ... Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game ...
AL.com A-List ... also a sprinter in track & field ... previously lived in Jesup, Ga. ...
Rivals ranks him No. 13 among prospects from the state of Alabama ... top 25
nationally at his position by ESPN and 24/7 ... PrepStar All-America.

Jeffrey M'ba (DL, 6-6, 305; Independence CC; Fougere, France; Libreville,

Gabon): The No. 1-ranked junior college player in the country ... long, athletic, tough,
relentless and physical defensive lineman who can play every position on the defensive
front ... has the tools to become one of the best defensive linemen in the country ... He
recorded 50 tackles, 15 TFL in two seasons at Independence Community College ...
played for the Indy Pirates under Coach Jason Martin, advancing to the KICCC
semifinals ... began playing football three years ago in France for the Pionniers de
Touraine ... originally from Libreville, Gabon.

Alex McPherson (K, 5-10, 156; Fort Payne HS; Fort Payne, Ala.): The top-ranked
kicker in the country playing for Coach Chris ElImore at Fort Payne High ... holds the
state record 61-yard field goal vs. North Jackson ... teammates voted him a team
captain ... won Kohl's kicking national field goal competition and underclassman
challenge ... Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game record 58-yard field goal ... Under
Armour All-America Game ... also ranked among top 10 punting prospects nationally ...
brother Evan kicks for Cincinnati Bengals ... also a soccer letterman ... No. 1-rated
kicker by Rivals, PrepStar and 24/7.
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Micah Riley-Ducker (TE, 6-5, 236; Bellevue West HS; Omaha, Neb.): Strong, athletic
pass catcher and blocker ... averaged 18.6 yards on 36 catches with 6 touchdowns for
Coach Michael Huffman and the Bellevue West Thunderbirds as a senior ... first team
Class A all-state ... also a basketball and track & field letterman ... Rivals and ESPN
both rate him the No. 15 tight end prospect nationally ... top 6 recruit from the state of
Nebraska by ESPN, Rivals, 24/7, PrepStar.

Caleb Wooden (S, 6-1, 180; Archer HS; Lawrenceville, Ga.): Physical defender who
projects as a collegiate safety ... 189 career tackles, 8 interceptions for Coach Andy
Dyer and the Archer High Tigers ... all-Region 7-A and second team all-Gwinnett
County as a junior ... brother Colby is a defensive end for the Tigers ... ESPN and
PrepStar rate him among the top 50 prospects in Georgia ... Rivals ranks him No. 49
among national recruits at his position.

Robert Woodyard Jr. (LB, 6-1, 235; Williamson HS; Mobile, Ala.): Dominant
linebacker who has recorded more than 200 tackles over the past two season ... team
captain for Coach Melvin Pete Jr. and the Lions ... as a junior, recorded 133 tackles, 12
TFL, earning Class 4A first team all-state honors ... AL.com A-List ... also a basketball
letterman ... 24/7, ESPN and Rivals rate him among the top 10 overall prospects in the
state of Alabama ... ranked No. 5 nationally at his position by Rivals.
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